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Fr. Michael Salib Receives the Rite of the Sacrament of Ewathe
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Visit to the Diocese ¢ \ dThe lamp

Melbourne \. of the body

Monl 88 Thu2 8 is the eye.

His Grace Bishop Surie His Grace Bishop Mousse Therefore
Bishop of Melbourne Januaryz 016 Bishop of Youth Affairs when your e’

IS good, you
whole body

Mondayt 8Jan2 61 Middagrrival from Sydney aIS_O is full of
7 pm Private Meeting light. But
whenyour

Tuesdag9" Jan 6 pm Lakan and FeasEpiphangit St. Georg@=WEIH oo
Church, St Albans your body
alsois full of

Wednesd&a 0to -
Tuesdag ®8Jan: Youth Conventions darkness
(Lukel 1)

Wedhesday 7Jan: 9 am Liturgy at Archangel Michael Mon

- | 4 ; | ® Donvale
F 0N oM 8 s ! E Loy W ] 7 pm Combined Servants Meeting at St. \EEGEEIELEET
¥ Church, Armadale 8 81 5REk R

8 81 5Park Rd. o, &/ g i
Donvale Vic3 1 1 1 L e ! - Donvale Vic3 1 1 1
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Mitcham North, VIE1 3
Phone: 6 B8 8 82 0 0 Phone: 6 88 8 82 0 0
Fax: 6 B888449

Fax: 6 B888449
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Contributions to the Diocese
Dear blessed brethren, due to the increasing expenses in the ongoing main|
diocese building, carrying necessary urgent repairs, upgrading the offices and
new security systetine diocese needs your support and apprecjatesicreryou
contributions towards ités many pro
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Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank
BSB:0 6 315 9 Account Numbef: 0 2406 8 3

Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Chui@iocese of Melbourne
Type of Account: Statement

Collection and Mulching [dllenBranches
The Diocese property at Donvale is in need of an experienced person who has acceg
Machine fdogs and branches that have fallen around the property. There is an exteng
branches and logs that will require collection and mulching. Please telephné [Bo3&08) §
if you are able to provide this service to the Diocesetarydwusia. Your help is much appre(
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Condolences F D K
Departed in the Lord on Mohdiayuary Mr. Saad Sale ¢ g 4 y g b C ﬂe'l;y ::CX)V/UJLFPOFa
of St . Mar kés Church, | cloFmm LruyFll-b AHYT®D
of Violet (wife of Sherif Soliman) and Mervat (wife 5 g Fb QJ'T" MC) UTOyemM

Guirguis) grandfather of Youstina, Monica and N
Soliman. May the Lord repose his soul in the paradi|7I S”gr )K E :) ;‘;Dé 36;3-5"5 r/ﬁ)p:):))/(; "
and give comforelbmembers of his family. -

AnnualC fi wner
nnualCommemaoration

The familgflateMarlen Samir Amigl celebrate the fit . pHS3 b PF -b..M
annual commemoration of her departure to hee PH3 ' IOF oF BM3OF 5 Evy
Sundayl 7January during the second Devine L . F 3 XY = UQOMMF DaTHFT3 T F
(English)froBl am at St. Maryo<Chbd - WKFTIOF eB (pI:
May the Lord repose her soul in the paradise of joyfCMO OF b 'Y x . ApH 3 AT
comfort tollanembers of her family. B RIYAr t KB RKMG/HEE MOTC TRl 4O

HIS GRACE BISHOP SURIEL SR HIS GRACE BISHOP MOUSSA
BISHOP OF MELBOURNE A N GENERAL BISHOP OF
AND AFFILIATED REGIONS : YOUTH AFFAIRS

YOUTH CONVENTION 2016
LAKE DEWAR LODGE, 329 GARRARDS LANE, MYRNIONG, VIC, 3341
FIND OUR NEW ONLINE APPLICATION ON OUR NEW WEBSITE

yc.melbcopts.org.au
PRICE: $175|

YEAR 10-12
20-22 JAN 16

UNI & GRAD
22-24 JAN 16

YEAR 4-6
24-26 JAN 16

YEAR 7-9
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The Papal Message of the Glorious Feast of Nativity
His Holiness Pope Tawadros I
7Januarny2 0 1 6
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” In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God

=y 1. HappWNew Year and Merry Christmas. | congratulate you for ti
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Celebrating Christmas as celeb
whole world on Decen2b®&ris extended throutte beginning of t
calendaryear and then celebrated by us according to the
CRTR TR Calendar on Janu@fyChristmas is a renewal of our joy and hap
In the story of Christmas, we see many events and figures but | would like {
events.

The wise men came from a distant land, followed the star until they came
worshipped the baby, and then offered their gifts. This was the end of the
opposite end, the shepherds saw the angel who gave them the good netes
the manger and saw the baby Jesus with His mother, and this was the beg
trip. One group was the end, and the other group was the beginning. The b
was accomplished by the name o ftamé
glad. In a few words | would like to meditate with you about one of the mai
the Birth aChrist thas, giving joy to mankind. All details and figures of the
provided to give happiness and joy. We praise with the angels saying: "Glo
highest, peace on earth, and goodwill toward mea!" YLuke The ph
t o wa r gheams édappiness and joy to mankind. Our Lord Jesus Christ ¢
joy to every heart. The question now is: What are the elements of giving ja
with you about the elements of joy.
Thelst element of joy in the Nativity is the Virgiry SEhd gladdened us with
righteousness and purity. No person can gladden others unless he or she ig
pure. There is no way good fruit
those who are pure, righteous, and pious.

The2nd element is the Magi (wise men). They gladdened us by their visit ar
they came to offer their gifts they made us happy. People can gladden ¢
visitations and courtesy. Accordi
rg oi ce, and weep wi tl1l2). Ofiedng eur mateoalisty
emotional gifts, such as words and smiles, is the most precious and most &
gift.

The3rd element is the shepherds. They gladdened us because they hareé
honest. They were simple people working in the desert and taking care ¢
They saw the angel who brought them the great news. They came wi
faithfulness. People can gladden others through their faithfulness andubirs
wi | | al ways give happiness to oth
until death, and | wilPR:)yDve you
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The4th element that gladdened humanity in the story of the Nativity is
Bethlehem. It was a very small village, not aforementioned, but one that gz
became a shelter for St. Mary and the little Child, our Lord Jesus Gilars
gl adden others when they provide
you t ook Mz5) B&ryore Mould phoeide shelters for the ne
poor, and the less fortunate. The orphans, the elder, the handicappeszt)y.
should be provided shelters, as was the case in Bethlehem. Now Bethlehel
on every tongue as it provided shelter for our Lord Jesus Christ. It shoulc
this.

Thebth element that provided happiness to people is thecemgeéaveld and sa
this praise: "Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, and goodwill towa
2 :)1This verse became a joyful and beloved sign, and a voice for the at
can gladden others through their prayers, worshigeadadyith worship gladd
others.

The story of the Nativity and Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ is for our
So unique that our Christ would p
ot her s?0 You malyoftmeeayanttafindemormr figureshaed ¢
exercises on how to gladden others.

In the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, | congratulate all our Coptic Ortho
all bishops and priests, the fathers the monks, and the mothersahgratutats
all Christian people, all boards of churches, all servants, all youth, all ch
families. | congratulate all of you on behalf of the Coptic Orthodox Church, t
and all organizations in Egypt. | congratulate ytayeaychidren, and wish yz
merry Christmas and a happy new year. May Christ bless your lives with
joy, love, ambaceGlory be to God, Amen.

Signature
His Holiness Pope Tawadros I
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His Grace Bishop Suriel

The Incarnation is a Message of Pure froueour Saviour

firor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, th
believes in Him should nd®t)l6¢

Dear beloved Reverend Fathers, deacons and blessed community
Diocesaf Melbournayishing/ou all a New Year full of hope, joy and s
anda holy and blessed Feast of Nativity.
‘Ml The purpose of the whole creation was love. This love came from th
where we see the perfection of love. In the Holy Trinity we see the perfect imag
between thfeather and the Son, between the Father and the Holy Spirit and betwee
the Holy Spirit. This holy relationship of the Holy Trinity is the perfection of love
humanity through this perfect love of the Holy Trinity.
God wanted to sbdhis love and that is why He decided to create the world and all i
He created everything perfect and beautiful and crowned His creation with Adan
this the Book of Genesis t el | adiodegtwas
very good. (Genekis )3 1

God wanted man to understand this magnificent love that occurred through the
world. God wanted man to understand this love and live by it. That is why God cc
to have love for His Greand for his fellow human beings. When the lawyer ask
AfTeacheatrhewfi eat commandment iin the
|l ove the Lord your God with al/l y other
first and great commandmenth@setonasl i ke i t: O6You shall
On these two commandments ha2264®Il | t
The image of the Christ Child in the Manger is a wondrous image. It is an image |
meanings and one can contemplate on it and delve into its meanings for a very Ia
image of sacrifice, of emptying of oneself, of truendutilitately of boundless and p
love.

Of this image of the Christ Child in the manger, St Habib Girgis writes in his Tiedig
Vineon the Feast of NativitYy @8 &y i n g, AThis | owly pl
receive Jeswad His birth. How astonishing is this matter! How great is this meeknes
is this renunciation! The God of glory and the Lord of the universe and the Lord of
in a manger for cattle and His bed is the feeding trough ofvasanedsl isd our life O Je
and what a splendid example of great
Hence my brethren, we need to kneel every day with great amazement and mee
the Christ Child in the manger. We need to contemplate on this great mfisteof kve:
We need to be thankful every day for the Birth of the Saviour of the world. If it v
Birth, salvation would not have come to us and we would still be in our sins. In ev
will discover a new wonder about thiguibé&ating image of our God and Saviour. He
you in to have a conversation with Him and hence do not look at this image sup
world does. Images of the Christ Child in the manger may be found in shopping ce
peogkd6s homes, in the streets and vari
without stoppingtoptay hi nk about God®o6 sandtoengageimde
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and meaningful dialogue with the Shvisuch a dialogue we will find the Christ Ct
outstretched hands welcoming us with His pure love. He will wipe away every te¢
as it says in Revelations,1 7 f or t he Lamb who i s 1in
and leadhem to living fountains of waters. And Gqueawiihyeverytearf r om t h
As St John the Baptist also cried ou
Lamb of God who takesla¥%ay the sin o
This ighe loving Christ Child my brethren who does not judge us if we repent anc
lives. He will welcome us as did the father of the prodigal son when his son repent
him with open arms full of forgiveness, love, hope and joy.

The Chst Child could not find a place to lay His head and today many have turned
love and salvation. Many are puzzled by Him and cannot understand this gri
godl iness that St Paul s peak stcantoeersygre
is thanmystergpfgodlinessGod was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seer
preached among the Gentil es, l1birdthp e)bEé
then, we need to open our headtseaeive the Christ Child this day and there He \
pl ace of rest. I n the Book gvémeypuheartand
letyouryes observe 2ny) 2vays. 0 (Proverbs
Truly, when we give Christ our heartskmewvilind see His ways, His ways of truth
and justice. Hence, when we see injustice in the world against any person or pec
bear to keep silent. We will then be able to reach out to the poor, to the downtrodc
that havao one to care or ask about them in their tribulations. We see today the re
the world and so many millions of innocent people that have lost their homes. Ma
been removed unjustly from their homeland including manyiahduret®neis in the Mid
East. So, we will remember that the same happened with our Lord. He was ¢
homeland and from His birthplace in Bethlehem and came to Egypt. However, Go
action of Herod the king into a blessihgff&gypt.

We pray to the Christ Child of the m
hearts that His love may reign in them. We pray for love and peace between all th
world. We pray for our Mother Churchtjiogyatriarch and the members of our Copti
that the Christ Child may keep them in peace and harmony.

Wishing you all a successful New Year and a blessed Feast of Nativity. Be absol
Holy Spirit.

Suriel
Servant of the Chrikiving Diocese of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions
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