T u o e

D10

PN

6 WUo /Ib’CRIVI BY s, 1 OTFD w

STATEMENT FROM HIS GRACE BISHOP SURIEL
RE: THE BRUTAL MASSACRE OF 21 COPTIC CHRISTIANS IN LIBYA

‘PEACE WILL PREVAIL’

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” Psalm 116:15

On Sunday 15th February 2015 we received the shocking news that 21 Coptic Christians were brutally murdered on
the shores of Libya by masked members of the militant terrorist group ISIS. Our thoughts and prayers immediately
turned to the families of the 21 martyrs who lost innocent relatives as a result of evil ideology which spreads
messages of hatred and terror. We pray for these families and ask God to comfort them in the knowledge that they,
and we, have gained new intercessors that will continuously raise our requests and prayers before His throne.

While these shocking incidents have highlighted the deplorable state of terrorist groups such as ISIS, our faith teaches
us to forgive. We must forgive the faceless men who committed these despicable acts and pray that our merciful Lord
replaces their hearts of stone with hearts of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26). These acts occurred because the terrorists hate all
that is good — however, we must love them and forgive them and ask that God opens their eyes to the sadness and
grief they instil in others; and that they and all those who don’t know Him turn to Him and know His love.

The images of young men with eyes fixed on heaven and calling on the Name of their Saviour Jesus Christ moments
before their execution had two contrasts — peace and evil. Peace will prevail — and we too will lift our eyes to heaven
and ask our Saviour the King of Peace to grant us His Peace, establish His Peace upon us and forgive us our sins.

The heinous acts were captured on video and spread throughout the world with intention being to instil fear and terror
in the hearts of many — however the terrorists unwittingly filmed an act of valour and courage. We are strengthened in
the knowledge that 21 men have become martyrs for Christ and His Church and these videos, though horrific,
captured the moment they displayed their strong and unshakable faith. We remember the words of St Ambrose of
Milan “By the death of martyrs religion has been defended, faith increased, the Church strengthened, the dead have
conquered, the persecutors have been overcome.”

On this sombre occasion we also lift our hearts to God and ask Him to comfort all those who have lost loved ones at
the hands of terrorists such as these in countless other incidents and indeed in any acts of evil. We call on the
international community to continue to condemn these acts and join us in praying that God intervenes and spreads
peace throughout the whole world.

Let us use this Lenten period to continue to pray for the families of our 21 martyrs of Christ, for peace in the world,
and for the repentance of all of those who do such evil in the world. We also ask God the King of Peace to protect his
Church and all of her clergy and her faithful people.

Your generous donations for the families of the martyrs would be greatly appreciated. On Sunday 22nd of February &
1st of March a special collection plate will be available at each Liturgy throughout the diocese.

Donations may be deposited directly into Coptic Hope Charity Account, Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063-159

Account Number: 10566165

Description: 21 Martyrs

Suriel
Bishop of Melbourne & Affiliated Regions
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say to you, do
not worry
about your life,
what you will
eat or what yoL
will drink; nor
about your
body, what
you will put
on. Is not life
more than
food and the
body more
than cl

(Matt6 : )2 .

uls of those who had been slain for the word of God
T estimony which they held.” (Rev 6:9)
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A PRAYER THAT I HOPE YOU ALL S

His Grace Bishop Suriel

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we trust in You as You are
As we pray in the Fraction of the Great Lent that: "Fasting and
'® those which the martyrs pursued, until they shed their blood f¢
of Christ, Who witnessed the good confession befsreilRtati We also pray in
same Fraction saying, "Fasting and prayer are those which raised Elijah t
saved Daniel from the lion's den."
During this Great Lent which begun today, let us all with one accord lift up
prayer an@sting that God may protect His people and give them peace ang
Lord, Your people are weary and their hearts are broken from all the evil
happening to your children. We pray from our hearts that you lift this wrath
we hae no other but you. We can ask worldly rulers, kings and presidents
but it is only You our Mighty King and Saviour who can return our peace an(
said, "Vengeance is Mine, | will repay.” (RomanBear Lord, lift this barilem
your people and this evil from the world according to your will. Strengthen
suffering and that we may always be strong in our faith under all circumstan
thanks in all things even when we don't understand whpehisigs BéesseeMour
Holy name at all times.

Aid for the Egyptian Families of th&optic Martyrs in Libya
The Coptic Orthodox Church is in mourning after hearing the horrific2né
innocent Coptic lives that were massacred in Libya overnight. Due to this if
Hope Charity will be running an appeal to raise money to send to the faantljes
in Egypt that are affected by these barbaric acts. We ask Our Lord and §
Christ to grant comfort to those families and to all the Coptic community a
will be collecting donations at all churches for twoS@dddysk{ruary and thst
of March) and accepting donatiens to
Commonwealth Bank
Account Name: Coptic Hope Charity
BSB:0 6135 9
AccountNo1 0 6@ 6 5
Description2 Martyrs
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Fasting i =
Continued from the | &
(e)The Apostles' fast in the New Testambitien the
Lord Jesus Christ was asked why His discietadic
He replied: "But the days will come when the bri
will be taken away from them, and then they v
(Mat®: 1 b The Apostles did fast together and
secret, and the Lord accepted their fast. Some exe
the Apostles' fast&s they ministered to the Lord
fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 'Now separate to Me E
and Saul for the work to which | have called then
having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on thet
1 22, 3). St. Paul fasted for a long topether with all tr
people on the ship (A2t§ ). ZHerefore commui
fasting is acceptable and is a Biblical doctrine. It is
the oneness of soul in worship and in approachi
especially if the purpose of the fast is a matter that
the whole community, or if the whole community p:
the fast, as they do in prayer, in one soul. The
hypocrisy in communal fasting in communal fastin
no distinction between one person and the other.
and depth ofthefast each i ndi vi
In the New Testament there is not one single ve
prevents communal fasting. Reply to the objection
in set times Fasting in set times is also a Biblical
as the Lord defines in the Bobk éfrophet Zechariz
"The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth, tl
the seventh, and the fast of the tenth8:(Zeghilhe
reason of defining times for fasting may be to
communal worship.
In Christianity, Occasions of fadtave Christian
implicationseach fast has its own spiritual aim, effe
reason. Reply to the phrase "...let no one judge )
Apostle did not say: "Let no one judge you in fasts
said: "...let no one judge you in food or in drirsktieE
meant the unclean foods forbidden to the Jews
types of food which they considered impure. This
us of the vision which St. Peter the Apostle
connection with directing Cornelius. The Apostle
great sheet in which were di kihfood and he hear

voice telling him to
Lor d! For | have never
And a voice spoke to him again the second time, 'V
has cleansed you rmusAp
To be continued
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http://st-takla.org/pub_newtest/Arabic-New-Testament-Books/Arabi-Bible-New-Testament-Chapters.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_137.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_137.html
http://st-takla.org/Holy-Bible_.html
http://st-takla.org/Holy-Bible_.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/10_R/R_138.html
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/22-Al-Wasa2et-Al-Ro7eya/Spiritual-Means-01-CH01-Prayer-1-What.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/22-Al-Wasa2et-Al-Ro7eya/Spiritual-Means-01-CH01-Prayer-1-What.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_newtest/Arabic-New-Testament-Books/Arabi-Bible-New-Testament-Chapters.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_newtest/Arabic-New-Testament-Books/Arabi-Bible-New-Testament-Chapters.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_oldtest/Arabic-Old-Testament-Books/43-Zechariah/00-ArabicBible-Old-Testament-AlInjil-Enjeel-Elkalima__Book-of-Zechariah-Zakarya-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/16_TAH/TAH_22.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/16_TAH/TAH_22.html
http://st-takla.org/Coptic-History/CopticHistory_01-Historical-Notes-on-the-Mother-Church/Christian-Church-History__025-Saint-Peter-Botros-Al-Rasool.html
http://st-takla.org/Coptic-History/CopticHistory_01-Historical-Notes-on-the-Mother-Church/Christian-Church-History__025-Saint-Peter-Botros-Al-Rasool.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_040.html
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Ecumenical Service for Wy X H bl B W

2 Toptic Martyrs B e1d KmC cFHa
On Tuesd& @February, an Ecumenical Sel Wy XHbIf B, .walCp YIOP T

will be held at St |
on the corner of Swanston and Flinders St C3 K wiAUFHIOF Wy x

Melbourn@his eveis held in memory aodor & F 4D QRO A HB M C &3]
of the Toptic Martyrs brutally massacred (1 €13 KM AR 1OHPrphLGFE Hp
The service is coordinated by the Victorian M MK Xy ['3 33 aHUT
of Churches, and will be attended by he = F BYp wunOLllj ybBm _

churches and government offitéascall our f13 3B FHKCX F 3 X®
Copticongregation to gather at the Cathé&d WK F F IOF E IOH c) ET(

pm to collectively lift up our hearts in pray . - Ve reT
supplication so that our Lord will comfcp JYO1L by i ¢ THB FpA 2 B

broken hearts and give peace and strengthbm@mﬂa’rbc Mimuxg rieEsshl ak
families of these innocent victims. . . FTO2uf
May God repose the sdilsese martyrs and ' A4YO®B eyfd 21 I bik E H¥koar Mk
ask them to plead for hikinanbefore our LoV H [F B FAPB M F 3 9P a
and Savialesus Christ. . oY

PR TEN e1d KMCRADIORr L@ WCKF I B
(EpFB eB, pbmaF@cyuPTEDYECF 3 blIOF
c UFKDY FAK O3 3 IOF 23U X F 3 %
Commonwealth Bank
Account Name: Coptic Hope Charity
BSB:0 6135dAccount Nol 0 6 & & Bescription2 Martyrs

Receiving the Rite of Eucharist FY3I3hprpPTUF O
By the Grace of God and the prayers of His HBh F3xuyF 3y AMOROK

Bishop Suriel, Fr. David Kaitigeceive the rite 5 5 Fib ECYOFT Muto Fy 9 b

the Sacrament of Eucharist aturday2 8 - = B}
February at St. Anth EHY XHT XY FOY3U0PHE 3a

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated froBi0l ans. / / : 1’/ . 4yKF [ fOF ¢ n tOw|
Congratulations to Fr. David. .QpKE, BIFHCFD

Condolences F 9 K

Departed in the Lord on Sataré&#sebruary Mrs o A ~ o~
Nabila Ibrahim of st ©FO Wy XBHEH, Fa 1 T4CH]

Hanna (husband of Nermin); and grandmec WC YMI@Fc CAF K  WC OF §
Mario, Joseph and Philopateer Hanna. .F3c_,  OyBrBmAdydiwep

May the Lord repose g3 OF WENMZO FRTHERKTAVDIOF
paradise of joy and comfort her family memb yo F N9 A RN
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~ % Youth Ministry

~ &
é Seminar

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop Suriel,

Reverend Fr. Botros Samy t,HEgyptwil
visit the Diocese of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions to give lectyoagh
ministry and problems that affect the lives of young pdeplBotros has
extensive experience in this area.

Lectures program as following:

Thursday? #h February4 : gin@8 : gn0
Clergy Meeting at the Diocese Headguarters in Donvale.

Topic: Challenges in Youth Mini

Friday2 th February7 : &90:

Yout h Ge niclis BN St . Georg

Topic: Introduction to the Song of SoBgsk

Saturday # February9:0 @&mo1 D0pm
Sunday School Teachers and Youth
Donvale.

Topic: Questions on the Song of Songs Book

Itis very important that all youth and servants attend to benefit flBomErr o0 s
knowledge and experience.

WTHL wWxpFTh wyjy
CHRISTIANITY IS A RELIGION OF STRENGTH
The Thrice Blessédis Holiness Pope Shenoudailll 2 FOF ¥ OF wn p H 3 |

The gentleness and humility, that Christianity ¢ ¢3 /1 T b MYFH b M y WXo
are no indication whatsoever that it is a reli . Wy farzp _ C y !
weakness, but it is a religion of strength. Th - "

. . " 98B) PFAYT Cy3 arF.
describes the faithful as, "sharp arrows of the 7 UIOF B = T
(Ps.1 2 DDedcribing the cliythe Bible says tha - r F YAy r T, - ,F=
is, "Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, aweson WCK eB pY) Wt HIOY
army with banners." (Sbng Tlils power is what t . J@ o 8Sx) "
Holy Spirit gives to the faithful. Therefore, Goc . ey 3 ECHHF Sk O KB
them, "But you shall receive power whgn theH yMOKF 3¢ noges WH L
?:g&:q;esgupon you, and you shall be witnesses = I UF) "FpHANLl 660
The Bible also says, "And with great power the , AMpPoT IO I'QF AF BV
gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jes 1 A K Uk F W HUJTTY 31KOWDE
great grace was)aBpanh nbY CLU . (49HbBHSB)"
Kingdom of God present paiter." (Magk ) The (¢ : " oB.)"
summit of power, in Christianity is shown - b H BDF bHl cT M (

Apostle's saying, "l can do all things through Ct T" c3THUYUT IOF
strengthens me. (Phit.)1 3 'H}T. v gm@tgmwpwl\;qm(/ e
He also says about the strength in serving " I ; -
labour, striving according to His workiegriightily. / - H b) W43 cT 3 r

(Coll :)21t9s power, in spite of obstacles, as th (
said to Paul, "Do not be afraid, but speak, anc M OKF bHYY T _ Y9F BM

keep silent; for lam withyouand noonewillat g, F x & bl c bkubm 6 Abl

to hurt you." (Act3,1 P JG 1T UF) "W Mo

It is power with authority oveavé.d When the Lc

1 auine . . AFTFTAr2 eyAfpyl
Jesus sent His Disciples, He "...gave them po .
authority over all demons.” @ ukd WH L 16 MRy B .,I'O.Fe oYyl

We al so thank Him in (\HMAFWVHOF

us the authority to trample on serpents, scorpi £ Y .U. FIA [ tOF
over all the power of the grigiiouké 0 ) 1 9 .

The Christians are strong because they are an

God and God is powerful...

The Lord Jesus, despite His gentleness and |
was powerful. It was said about Him, "Gird Yot
upon Your thigh, O Mighty One.4 ®sHe was
powerful..... "for power went out from Hin@":().i1
"The Lord is clothed; He has girded Himse
strength.” (P8.31). "He has shown strength witl
arm.” (Luke : )%1é& showed His power through :
and wonders, "God's arm has made strength
Power in Christianity has a spiritual nature...
power to overcome sin, the world and the de
power of endurance, the power of working and
the power of personality andithaffects and leac
others; the power to defendTaithpower is far frc .
faults, violence, attacking or defeating others.
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/01-Words-of-Spiritual-Benefit_Pope-Shenouda/027-Kowet-El-Shakhsia_The-Strong-Personality.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/01-Words-of-Spiritual-Benefit_Pope-Shenouda/027-Kowet-El-Shakhsia_The-Strong-Personality.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/022-Is-defendig-faith-considered-judging.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/022-Is-defendig-faith-considered-judging.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/01-Words-of-Spiritual-Benefit_Pope-Shenouda/042-Al-3onf_Violence.html
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Renovations at Archangel

MichaeMonastery
Renovations are currently taking pla
both floors of the retreat house that \
used for Archangel Michael Monastery
We are in need of your prayers that Gc¢
complete this work.

We thank you for your support and
donations.

Damations can be deposited in the foll
Bank Account:

Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Chur
Diocese of Melbourne INGArchangel
Michael MonasterBSB:0 6 3 1 5 9
Account Numbel: 06 2900 7
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Marital Preparation Course
This Course is designed to help engaged and newly married couples explore arn

relationship. | mportant topics and 1is
6Di scovering yourselfo,Pbybec&dhgéagbern
6After the Honeymoono, 6The Christian

workshopped with a variety of speakers. This is a great opportunity to enrich your

Course runs ovbreeweekend and starting Saturday and Suhifzy /aiid® 1 /Mareh, fron
5- 9PM on Saturdays &idlon Sundays. All sessions are held at the SACOTC Lect
Donvale. We encourage every engaged couples, those about to become engaghkeig
first year of marriage to attend this course. Based on the evidence of the benefits of
Grace Bishop Suriel has decreed this course be a compulsory prerequisite before
Diocese of Melbourne. The c#t@irer couple.léase Contact Fr Samuel Eli@sbor8 83443

or Fr Daniel GhabriaDoh @ 3762 5

Archangel Michael & St Anthony's Church Walkathon
Sunday8" Februarn2 0 1 5

Four of Archangel Mi chael & St. Ant hony
children, who are less fortunate, through organising a Walkathon. Hearts 8érelh2ndefl/iden
overs Qarticipants of different ages waalkd€ilmetres with Christ, and résd@d&dn donation
through family and frieri@ad was in the lead turning the weather around from a8 gitedretesl tc
a mild2 4and shielded the walkemnfthe sun with clouds. Afterwards there was a BBQ to
hungry and tiredd 0 Pall money raised has gone to Coptic Hope Charity. Thanks to those
donated, volunteered, and to the cooks who fed the walkers. A specialahtnksgartiserg wl
were enlightened with the idea, Giovanni Farag, Verena Youseff, Mehreal and Youliana E




