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Fundraiser for St. Mina Children's Home – Fiji

SOLIDARITY SUNDAY FOR ALL CHURCHES

Makans Drugs and Pharmaceutical Company in Fiji had a fundraiser for St.
Mina Children’s Home to raise awareness and funds. They did a walkathon;
drop a coin donation in different towns, corporate donations from their
customers then a cleanup and lunch at St. Mina’s
na’s Home. They raised
12,425 Fijian dollars. It was nice to see that CEO knew about the Orthodox
Church as he is from Kerala, India. Our sincere thank to Makans Drugs and
Pharmaceutical Company for their contribution and support.

Iraq's Christian community, largely comprised of Assyrians, Chaldean
Catholics and Syrian Orthodox have witnessed unspeakable horrors
from the invasion of Iraq in 2003 until present. Their community, once
1.5 million strong, is today barely
ly more than 300,000 people, the rest
having been forced abroad by continuous church bombings, rapes,
kidnappings and forced exodus.
Sunday 2nd November is Solidarity Sunday for all churches across
Australia. The day marks an important and unique opportunity
opportun for
churches to unite in prayer and solidarity by devoting the Sunday
service to this. The Church’s Sunday liturgy prayers will be dedicated
to suffering Christian communities.
We will lift up our hearts in unity for the sake of all Christians who are
being persecuted in the Middle East. As we pray for the suffering
people of the Middle East, let us remember with particular concern
the defenceless Assyrians of Iraq.
Please join us in prayer on Sunday 2nd November.
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“But Simon
answered and
said to Him,
"Master, we
have toiled all
night and
caught
nothing;
nevertheless
at Your word
I will let down
the net.”

(Luke 5:5)
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DIOCESE NEWS

 

ACCOUNTANT POSITION
The Diocese is looking for an Accountant for a 12 month fixed term
Contract. For the full Position Description please go to our website:
http://epsajee.com.pdf or email your request for a Position
Description to secretary@melbcopts.org.au All applicants should
email their CVs to secretary@melbcopts.org.au no later than Friday
24th October when applications will close.
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St. Macarius Church Fete
St. Macarius Church annual fete will be held on
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th November at the Greek
Orthodox Church site: 101 B Royal Parade,
Reservoir. All are welcome to come and support the
church.

Congratulations on Baptism
The blessed son Mina Awad received the grace of
the Sacrament of Baptism at St. Athanasius’ Church
on Saturday 11th October. Warm congratulations to
his parents Dr Magdy and Irene. We ask the Lord to
surround Mina with His care and grow him up in
grace and stature.

40th Memorial Anniversary
40th

The
Memorial Anniversary of the late Mrs
Samiha Girgis; the mother of Heidi wife of Edward
Magar, Gihan wife of Ragai Gad and Nihal wife of
Safwat Basyelious, will be celebrated on Sunday 26th
of October during the prayer of the first Liturgy at
Archangel Michael & St. Anthony’s Church, Oakleigh.
The family would like to thank His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the reverend fathers and the friends who
offered their condolences and support.
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COMPARATIVE THEOLOGY
The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III

Intercession
Continued from the last issue...
Examples of intercession:
God requests people to ask the intercession of the
righteous. God Himself asks that, accepts it and paves the
way for it to happen. I will give you some examples of such
intercessions that God accepted:
(1) The story of our father Abraham and King Abimelech.
Abimelech made a mistake and took Sarah, Abraham's
wife, into his palace. He did so with a clear conscience
because Abraham said that she was his sister. The Lord
came to Abimelech in a dream, threatened him with death
and said to him: "Now therefore, restore the man's wife; for
he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall
live" (Gen.20: 7). God could have forgiven Abimelech as
soon as he returned Sarah to her husband. However,
He put a condition for His forgiveness: Abimelech would
be forgiven and would live provided that Abraham
would pray for him. Thus God asked for the intercession of
Abraham and made it a condition for forgiving Abimelech.
(2) The story of Job and his three friends. In the same
way, the Lord conditioned the intercession and prayer
of Job for his three friends so that He would forgive them.
Concerning this, the Holy Bible says: "...the Lord said
to Eliphaz the Temanite, 'My wrath is aroused against
you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of
Me what is right, as My servant Job has. Now therefore,
take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go to
My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt
offering; and My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will
accept him, lest I deal with you according to your folly' "
(Job.42: 7,8). In both events God Himself spoke to the
erring person. However, He did not grant him
forgiveness directly but conditioned the forgiveness to
the prayer of the saint for the sinner so that the sinner
might receive forgiveness and the saint would be venerated
in the eyes of people. God not only accepts this mediation
but rather asks for it.
(3) The intercession of Abraham for Sodom. God could
have punished Sodom without letting Abraham know about
the matter. Abraham did not intervene on his own accord,
but the Lord revealed the matter to him, involved him in it,
gave him an opportunity to plead for the people of Sodom
and accepted his intercession. God willed that this event
be recorded to exalt Abraham in the eyes of all people
and to show us how He venerates His saints. The Holy
Bible says: "And the Lord said, 'Shall I hide from Abraham
what I am doing' " (Gen.18: 17).
To be continued in the next issue...

ُرَن$ هتW

C اX#Y$
XY اZ ا ا= د3ا:.

D[Eا
...F\1د ا: اF, 4#. $ R

:D[E# #Y$أ
j': .CD Q  ا=ار3#8 س#,  اj': kإن ا
. &  ث.
ً #L m l 8 وm'E وm 8,= %ذ
.k ا#D' ت ا#3#8\; ا+D '< أo= بpPو
:J أE :%'  ا%# = وأC  إ=اه#, = أV -١
 إ#D p و،C  إ=اهZرة زو#P +J وأ%# =أ
 ن# آC  ن إ=اه،j' H = % ذ5Q; وV
،C' Q %# =  ابDtQ .mJ أ#7 أ#D,3 ل#
،ِ5ُZ^ ن ُر ^د اْ ََأ َة ا
َ b#َQ" m ل# C! . ت#= ;ر+7وأ
:٢٠ & ا8P) "#َ ْ َ Qَ %
َ 'ِْZ
َ 
َ 'wV
َ ُQَ ،xِ 7َ mُ 7^`ِQَ
;د رد; ' أL = ،5Z' 8U  أنR :  ن# آ.(٧
'V  أن،ة8U '  اطm,& و،#DZإ زو
 اطkي أن ا7 ا+& وه.# Q ،m'Z C إ=اه
.%# = أQ C  إ=اه3#8 j'Gو
:(٤٢ ! )أيH< اm=# - وأFV أب اV -٢
FV أب ا3#8  أط ابE: ا8,=
8U & CD'Z  أmH-! وH< اm=# - أQ
ل# ب "إن اب#&ل اE ا+ هQ و.CD اب
'3 و% '3 O*    أ7# ز ا#8 
P ! ان وP C& 87 وا+BQ نb وا.% #.   وا-ي أب وا3  واذها إ،ش#آ
mDZ وRQ أر7 ،C&'Z'  أV ي أب3و
.(٨ ،٧ :٤٢" )أي.C&#  j  C& R,- أH
. m,& و،m 8,= AB\ اC'& k ا، !د#  اH آQ
Eة اH-  \ط# 7 وإ،ًا# #ً7ا8* m :
& و،ان8Uا ا+ ه:B ل ا#, & ،m'Z أ
.س#,م ا# آا أm : وEا ا+ هmZ وk اRQ
.#D': 5= ، G#P; ا+ هk ا5Eو
 أنk &  ن# آ:دوم#P Q C  إ=اه3#8 -٣
Q C  إ=اه#, = أ5J  دون،دوم#P j#
 اب# 7 وإ،m 87  5J C C  وإ=اه.عp ا
;#:3 وأ،m Q m'J ا وأدm '3 ض3 ي+ه ا
.m3#8 5 و،س#,ء ا. هQ R8\' -Q
mZ وRQ & ، !د# ; ا+ ه#, 5L   أنl Pو
 آ  &مk ا#, و،m' آC#م ا# أC إ=اه
8J أ5ل اب ه#EQ" :ب#&ل ا# ا+ هQ و..m 
.(١٧:١٨%) "!؟m'Q أ#7 أ# C  إ=اه3
...د ادم: اF, R%

%ـbاـ
F=Y ا و\وس ا3ا:.
ا ه+ ه#, رض إ.' ا3 E 'B =ء ا+, ن# 7. ا6'U  ا##OE اC  اه5
ب وا\اء#& ا&<   ا#D,3 C'& ,ن# 7fة ا#  Q ' Z و. ' آDQ  ا
ة#  j3 ا.# J  أو#رت ا  وا#-  ، P#  واC'ل ا#Zل ادب ور#Zور
.  ' E E  ا,  أن ف اk اFG Q  V  # 67 أ%7 اCD  & ا.ن# 7fا
 #=   # ك#, ه.  د ل اD  واl س ه ار =  ا  اE ب ا#&)ء  اLا ا+ه
رات#  ا.LP Q m,&  #= R  . m7   اQ    رm7 ا  اt Q ن#دf ا5< 89ا)ا
.ف  و#J أ.  87 تZ و#,3 C#'  ا3 6 'Z "   ا3 س, : * اE' ة#Bا
." Dا
؟%b اC ذا$ إذًا
ب أو# -ة أو *)ة أو اD & أوQ \ا ا+ن ه#اء آP ، ن# 7f اQ C&  .  أن,   ا-١
&ةQ ى ض ا+ ا،ل#O= ا. ا5< . '#&ن  ا  ا# 7f;  م ا+ ه5&Q ل# دة أو#3 دة أو#
 ر =ر,   و =أ#= R  & 6  واراد ان ك ا#ه#   ا  اP#, أQ LP m = ان
 ر ا7 اm7ف ا3 = t  Q m,& ;L Cز و#,Bم ا#G D ا ر ا ان وا5- و
.  ; ه ا+ وهLP
C* [ ر.  7 C وC  ذر ا=اهCD7ن ا,t ا7# ا  وآ3 دD  اC'&  أنl أراد ا  ا
j  6  و5J & ا   اا، 7#ر اوGاf اC& 6   3 ا7# آ6ا ا+ هQ CD7ا
ا+DQ "C  رآF  واF ن اQي و+ H C7 أE E #Q H آQ C! C7 "ان اCD ل#  و.j ,ا
.  #=   اC&'L F  اQ وF  اQ  اC&  ت#<ا
P# P د أو#  واد  &ن  أو،#D#& ا5&= :Bن  ا# 7f أن  ر ا,   ا-٢
 ؟E E ن ا  ا# 7f ( آ  ف ا#3 8V= :Bد ا3) # أو
 ا\ورR Z '3) . ارP#= ' L7f ا- اQ ة#  ا, :ت#< ا.l م ا  اH آQ ت#< ا-أ
.C8 ذه ا#, E ا- ( PE  اj&' #,Q م3 ه
%P أR  و%P و درا%' 3 Q 5 L7f اj  #D' آ%#   أن &ن. - ا3#G Q  ارPf ا-ب
# 3 ه# %  س )أن &ن7:7 أ#7ل اE آ،m'  5 3 5 وآ% & و-#B ا%#  و%Jو
(.سE ب ا#&  اm,V
 %' Q #,= أى  &    ر، :B و  ا:J # Q CD7د أD ' l  ا  اlpأو
.س#,اع  ا7ك أ#, ه%+ :B ا5   5 آ، ا اسR L= ل أوE& أو ا8#= و
(ل#O= اf )ا:Bن   إ ا# 7 إ( #  )ا:B اQ   ن# 7 إ('ج8  )ا:B اQ دى#  ن# 7 إ( 3 )ا د أ:B اQ ; 3 5ن آ# 7 إى+ن ا# 7f#Q ،m= Q m' Q m'J داQ ن أ# 7f  اQ ، :B  =ون =  اZ HQ
 ر7 سE م اVة اQ 8Q :B  ا#7 &  رl   اC! :B' ًا3  V :B ا58
.l   ا5= م#:  ا6  #,#   V م#: ا:'P 
.   ا#, , m7 أm Q # C أهj L اm9اQ وj 'V' ا3 m ى+ اl اء اQ %+
" ؟E E  ف ا  ا5ال ا م "هP %  إmZ l ا  ا
.   ا% ,   أنm, j'G ا م و اm ' إVQ

SAYINGS OF THE EAR
ARLY FATHERS OF THE CHURCH
From St. John Chrysostom Sayings
+ Although it is with truth that you speak evil, this is also a crime.
+ You are a man, and yet you spit thee venom
v
of a poisonous serpent. You are a man and yet
you become like a raging beast. You have been given a mouth not to wound but to heal.
+ Enter into the Church and wash awayy your
y sins. For here there is a hospital and not a court of
law. Do not be ashamed again to enter
ter the Church, be ashamed when you sin, but not when
you repent.
+ When partaking of the Eucharist you bury
bu your teeth in Christ’s flesh and drink of the same
blood that came from His side … He did
id not
n say, “This is the symbol of my body … of my blood,”
but “This is my body and blood.”
+ Even if others make war against us, it is right for us to remain in peace.
peac
+ Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising the dead.
The primary goal in the education of children
chil
is to teach, and to give the example of a virtuous
life.
+ “Why,” you ask, do we see evil doers thriving and healthy and enjoying great prosperity?
prosperit Let
us weep for them, because theyy do not have to suffer in this world is a guarantee of greater
punishment in the next! To show this,, St.
S Paul said, “But when we are judged, we are being
chastised by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with this world.”
wor Afflictions here are a
form of reproof, while these in the other
er world
w
are a form of punishment for those who were evil
in their lives.
+ I would like to have a voice strong eno
nough to make myself heard from the four corners of the
world. I would climb the ugliest mountain
tain in the universe and I would cry out to all men, “save,
save your soul!”
+ Sins that are easiest to amend bring the greatest punishment.
+ Take away sin, and tears become superfluous; where there is no bruising, no ointment is
required. Before the fall, Adam shed no tears and in the same way there will be no more tears
after the resurrection from the dead,, when
w
sin has been destroyed. For pain, sorrow and
lamentation will then have fled away.
+ After death no unrepentant person can
ca escape the consequences of his sins, but just as
prisoners are led out of their cell boundd in
i chains and brought before the court, so are all souls
when they depart hence; they bring with
w themselves their chains of sins before the dread
judgement seat.
+ Lift up and stretch out your hands, not to heaven, but to the poor; for if you stretch forth your
hands to the poor, you have reachedd the
th summit of heaven, but if you lift up your hands in
prayer without sharing with the poor, it is worth nothing.
+ Every family should have a room whe
here Christ is welcome in the person of the hungry and
thirsty stranger.
+ It is folly to abstain all day long from food, but fail to abstain from sin and selfishness.
Let your prayer be completely simple for both the Publican and the Prodigal Son were
reconciled to God by a single phrase.

WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
THE APOSTOLIC
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Letter XLVIII. Letter to Amun

gb نb1ا

All things made by God are beautiful and pure, for the Word of God has made nothing useless or
impure, for `we are a sweet savour of Christ in them that are being saved,' as the Apostle says.
But since the devil's darts are varied and subtle, and he contrives to trouble those who are of
simpler mind, and tries to hinder the ordinary exercises of the brethren, scattering secretly
among them thoughts of uncleanness and defilement; come let us briefly dispel the error of the
evil one by the grace of the Saviour, and confirm the mind of the simple.
For `to the pure all things are pure,' but both the conscience and all that belongs to the unclean
are defiled. I marvel also at the craft of the devil, in that, although he is corruption and mischief
itself, he suggests thoughts under the show of purity; but with the result of a snare rather than a
test. For with the object, as I said before, of distracting ascetics from their customary and salutary
meditation, and of appearing to overcome them, he stirs some such buzzing thoughts as are of
no profit in life, vain questions and frivolities which one ought to put aside.
For tell me, beloved and most pious friend, what sin or uncleanness there is in any natural
secretion,-as though a man were minded to make a culpable matter of the cleanings of the nose
or the sputa from the mouth? And we may add also the secretions of the belly, such as are a
physical necessity of animal life. Moreover if we believe man to be, as the divine Scriptures say,
a work of God's hands, how could any defiled work proceed from a pure Power? And if,
according to the divine Acts of the Apostles, `we are God's offspring,' we have nothing unclean in
ourselves.
For then only do we incur defilement, when we commit sin, that foulest of things. But when any
bodily excretion takes place independently of will, then we experience this, like other things, by a
necessity of nature. But since those whose only pleasure is to gainsay what is said aright, or
rather what is made by God, pervert even a saying in the Gospels, alleging that `not that which
goes in defiles a man, but that which goes out,' we are obliged to make plain this
unreasonableness, for I cannot call it a question-of theirs. For firstly, like unstable persons, they
wrest the Scriptures to their own ignorance.
Now the sense of the divine oracle is as follows. Certain persons, like these of today, were in
doubt about meats. The Lord Himself, to dispel their ignorance, or it may be to unveil their
deceitfulness, lays down that, not what goes in defiles the man, but what goes out. Then he adds
exactly whence they go out, namely from the heart. For there, as he knows, are the evil treasures
of profane thoughts and other sins. But the Apostle teaches the same thing more concisely,
saying, `But meat shall not bring us before God.'
Moreover, one might reasonably say no natural secretion will bring us before him for punishment.
But possibly medical men (to put these people to shame even at the hands of outsiders) will
support us on this point, telling us that there are certain necessary passages accorded to the
animal body, to provide for the dismissal of the superfluity of what is secreted in our several
parts; for example, for the superfluity of the head, the hair and the watery discharges from the
head, and the purging of the belly, and that superfluity again of the seminal channels.
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